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jrih of a series 

When Fidel Castro threw the 
-nerican gangsters out of Cuba, 
iey vowed to return— over his 
ad body. 

Their determination to get rid of 
stro was shared by many hig.h-placed 
terican officials and thi3 common 
:se led eventually to an unholy al- 
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ace between the CIA and the mob. 


The hotel’s most elegant suite, on the 
top -floor overlooking the ocean, was 
made ready for Batista, -but he chose 
the cooler climes of the Dominican 
Republic, Portugal and Madeira. 

Sturgis was on friendly terms with 
several gambling racketeers, including 

Hyman Levine, a Lansky mobster who 

ob- o »v,cc U ran Havana’s Comodoro _casino. One 

strange story of CIA agents and .evening, during a casual conversation, 
fia ‘ mobsters plotting together i Levine observed that it “would be worth 
ainst Castro was pieced together from' a million” to the. syndicate to get rid of 
erviews with police, federal agents, Castro. Sturgis didn’t rise to this bait 
agents and underworld sources. ' and Levine changed the subject. 

Meyer Lansky,’ the crime syndicate’s It popped up again a few weeks 

aneial genius, and Santo Trafficante,; later while Castro was in New York 
fia boss of West Florida and Hava- 1 during a whirlwind tour of North and 
got out of Cuba immediately after; South America. 

hasty exit of their benefactor, dicta - 1 Fidel and his entourage stayed at 

Fulgencio Batista. The overseers of the Statler-Hilton, where Sturgis regis- 
ir gambling casinos remained on the tered under his real name and Cuban 
ind, nervously waiting for the axe to military rank, Capt. Frank Fiorim. 

[_ | Frank was in his room one evening 

(it -ii ,v, B ---inn'when he received a phone call from a 

ink Sturgis, who was Castro’s casmo ; as P art of a heavy .security uetau. i\o 

pector during . this period.. “Fidel' -*-**“ "" rn<tr ' 

iered me to close all the. casinos for 
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visitors were allowed on the Castro 

floor without special permission. - , 

- <*There’s a ruy here to see you, the federal sources said. One of tnese expe 
meriii ’ 1««<W «n eveeutioi 


to go to Cuba 1 

Money from vi« 

The CIA was to supply 

weapons, and transportation. - 

Roselli flew to Miami in March, lSbl.. 
and held separate conferences with CIA 
agents and Trafficante on the Castro 
project. 

! Roselii volunteered to accompany, 
CIA-financed missions to Cuba, tne 


linos were v.orth . Everv rived a few minutes later looked more fight with a Cuban patrol boat, 

the American crime s>n d tcate. Everj ; godfather than an uncle. Frank!’ Columnist Jack Anderson reported 

jortant . mob boss m ^ the ^ ; - re c 0 gnized him as a member of the J that CIA agents gave Roselli some poi- 

mraTHi ™nh. rnminsr straight ! son capsules which he passed along to a 


lurmtu, . — v . j.t kn -; rp^nivT«i 7 pH Tiim as. a member ot tne that vjia agents gave iws«»u. sum® - 

tes had points worth Havana gambling mob. Coming straight j son capsules which he passed along to a 

>aa P ; to the point, the hood offered Franks Cuban who was related to Castro, s chef. . 


3,000 to 1100,000. 

“Lansky and Trafficante were the 
i men in Cuban gambling. Lansky 
d direct business dealings with Batis- 
Trafficante had several casinos, m- 
iding the Sans Souci.” 
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Havana gamming moo. coming- surantu* i sou -- - y ° v , 

to the point, the hood offered Franks Cuban who was related to Castro. s chef. 

$100,000 to kill Castro. 1 The chef was to put the poison m tas-i 

“I’m not for hire,” Frank said, end- 1 tro’s food. The sources interviewed by . 

ing the conversation. ' 'the News confirmed that at least one; 

When he returned to Havana a few ; attempt was made to poison Castro. ( 
days later, he reported the offer to his ■ An American who was active in the ■ 
CIA- contacts at the American Embas- anti-Castro underground m Cuba at the; 

8 y. time said “'enough poison to kill . 10 ! 
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e ■ Q _, , . included' Sturgis had no further contact with ! people” was dumped m a glass of malted. 

His Sans S uci_ p_ „ — L ---il the gangster who approached him in ; milk sent to Castro s suite m the Havana 


rman Rothman of Miami Beach I New *York,”””but someone'Tn' the InteHV- I liliton in 3.9611 . - + .,..■ 

u notorious Yiamarmobr ot hers, , hierarchy decided that the CIA “Castro ordered, a chocolate -milk 

br l e tnd the Mannarinos . and * he syndicate should join forces I every afternoon and the same waiter 

®° c ^ man ctpamroller in' against Castro. The go-between picked i always brought it td his-room, he said. 

;d to st °P^" e n ^t^'iant otd of arms for this project reportedly was Norman “’When’ the waiter- cariie in ’with' the 

>8 by smuggling a planeload ot ams sorted ' mbit, -he 'was"sh^kmg ' so. terd' 

stden from a is 'ational Guard ai mo l « Rethraan wa3 ; n touch with several', that he/.alnwst. dropped' the-iTay. ■ ’ 

m Ohio — to anti-Castro forces in CIA agents> „ a former agent told The T/ “Castro’- Baid, ‘Wh'ht’s wrong with 

According to police and federal News.- “They had many meetings con- 1 
rces, Rothman, vvas high up in the cernmg assassination plots agins. Cas- 

Rothman, in turn, discussed^ the mat- ■ 
ter with his peers. Among those who 
took part in these secret parleys, reli - 1 
able sources said, were Santo 
Trafficante of Tampa; Sam Mannarino 
cf Pittsburgh; Salvatore (Sally. Burns), 

Granello and Charles (Charlie the: 
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crime syndicate and shared his 
kets profits with Batista’s brother-, 
[aw, Gen. Robert Fernandez Miran-[ 
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Rothman returned to Florida 30on 
er the Castro coup and, with his 
ban partners, bought the Biltmore 

tel in Miami Beach, the sources said. boVh'oJ New' York, and! 
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